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Oct. 29, 1996
OPEN HOUSE AT UM SPOTLIGHTS OPPORTUNITIES IN GERONTOLOGY
MISSOULA—
The Gerontology Education Committee at The University of Montana has slated an open house
for Thursday, Nov. 7, to inform students and members of the community about the exploding number of
career, education and volunteer opportunities in the field of aging services.
The event will run from 4 to 6 p.m. in Room 382 of the Gallagher Business Building.
Members of the committee will be on hand to provide general information about opportunities in
the field and to talk about specific UM classes to be offered. A video also will be shown.
"It’s important to stress the importance of gerontology across all disciplines," said committee
member and sociology Professor Dan Doyle. Because of the ever-increasing demand for senior
services, he said, almost any degree a UM student gets will be more marketable if the student has some
knowledge about various aspects of aging.
The committee’s eventual goal is to develop a certification program in gerontology at UM, said
pharmacy Professor Gayle Cochran. The certificate would be available to students in any major and
would require a practicum, relevant elective courses and three specific courses —Sociology of Aging,
Psychology of Aging and Health Aspects of Aging.
The courses on aging have been offered through UM’s Center for Continuing Education and will
be offered starting January 1997 on the Internet via the World Wide Web. Information on the Web
courses is available at http:Wwww.umt.edu\ccesp.html.
Meanwhile, the committee will continue efforts to make those courses a part of UM’s regular
curriculum.
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